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Sarah O’Keefe

• President of Scriptorium Publishing 
(www.scriptorium.com)

• Consultant who has developed many 
single-sourcing solutions, mostly with 
FrameMaker

• Author of FrameMaker for Dummies, 
Technical Writing 101, The WebWorks 
Publisher Cookbook, and FrameMaker 7: The 
Complete Reference (June 2002)



What is FrameMaker+SGML?

• Superset of regular FrameMaker

• Used to be an upgrade

• Included in FrameMaker 7



What makes structured 
FrameMaker so special?

• Structured authoring

• XML round-tripping

• “Guided” editing

• Output to print and fully linked PDF
(same as regular FrameMaker)



Structured authoring?

• Content is tagged with meaningful labels

• Content has hierarchical relationships

• Formatting is a separate layer

• Content is easier to reformat, reuse, and 
convert from one file format to another



Show me the GUI!

• Elements

• Attributes

• Context-dependent elements

• Formatting

• Context-dependent formatting



Elements

• Can contain other elements or chunks of 
content

• Formatting is tied to position in structure

• Correspond to elements in XML/SGML



Attributes

• Provide metadata, or information about the 
element

• Do not print in FrameMaker

• Can be edited and modified



Demo

• Drag-and-drop structured editing with 
formatting changes

• XML output

• XML input



Single Sourcing?

• Develop in FrameMaker (or XML)

• Create print and PDF through FrameMaker

• Create online help from XML



Structuring unstructured 
files

• Conversion table

• Requires consistent paragraph tagging

• Overrides can be identified and corrected

• About 99 percent can be automated



Structured applications

• DTD – document type definition 
(XML/SGML) defines structure of document

• EDD – element definition document 
defines structure and formatting of 
document

• Read/write rules – defines conversion 
between DTD and EDD



Round-tripping

• Single-sourcing

• Everything is included in FrameMaker 
package



Should I move to 
FrameMaker+SGML?

• If you’re already in FrameMaker…why not? 
It’s included in your upgrade

• If you’re not yet in FrameMaker…do you 
need a tool that produces print and can 
also import and export XML?



Summary

• Upgrade: $209 initially, $349 after August 
22; full license: $799

• XML round-tripping

• Strong print and PDF support



Questions?



Contact Information

• okeefe@scriptorium.com

• www.scriptorium.com


