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					Podcast transcript				
					

		
			
				
					Full transcript of death of PDF podcast				
			

			
				
00:00 Alan Pringle: Welcome to The Content Strategy Experts podcast, brought to you by Scriptorium. Since 1997, Scriptorium has helped companies manage, structure, organize and distribute content in an efficient way. In episode 17 we discussed PDF. In a previous podcast, we talked about the death of training. So, now it’s time to discuss the death of PDF.
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						November 9, 2017					
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					The death of PDF (podcast)				
			

			
				
In this podcast, Alan Pringle and Sarah O’Keefe discuss the historyâ€”and healthâ€”of the PDF format. Is it still useful in today’s connected world? Are there business reasons to distribute PDF filesâ€”and not to?
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					Four years later, PDF is not dead				
			

			
				
This post is part of Scriptorium’s 20th anniversary celebration.

In 2013, I wrote that PDF is not dead. Four years later, it’s still too early to write the obituary.
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					Content strategy mistake: replicating old formatting with new tools				
			

			
				
When remodeling your kitchen, would you replace 1980s almond melamine cabinets with the same thing? Probably not. (I certainly wouldn’t!) Then why make the content strategy mistake of using new tools to re-create the old formatting in your content?
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					“No PDF for you!” The destructive power of arrogant thinking				
			

			
				
I love it when an offhand remark on Twitter turns into a smart conversation.

			
			
				
					
						



					
				

				
					
						
							Alan Pringle						
					

					
						June 5, 2013					

				

				
					Read More
				
			

		

	

 
	
		
			



		
	

	
		
							
					Opinion				
					

		
			
				
					Perils of DITA publishing, part 4: PDF acrobatics				
			

			
				
In which we bend PDF publishing to our will. Eventually.
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					The PDF roadblock				
			

			
				
Getting attractive PDF output out of XML is a serious technical challenge. But in some organizations, the PDF requirement is being used to prevent to unwanted workflow changes.
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					The long and winding roads from DITA to PDF				
			

			
				
by Sheila Loring

DITA XML is of little use to readers unless it’s converted to some kind of output. The DITA Open Toolkit (DITA OT) provides transforms and scripts that convert DITA to PDF output and a long list of other formats.

Producing PDF output from DITA content can be challenging. DITA XML is converted to an XSL-FO file, a combination of content and formatting instructions. You must know XSL-FO to customize the PDF, even just to add simple content such as headers and footers, logos, and so on.

To forgo the programming, you can choose a page layout or help authoring tool, but these tools also have pitfalls. Page layout programs have varying degrees of DITA support. Help authoring tools let you style the PDF through CSS, but you can’t fine-tune page layout as you can in page layout programs.

These are just a few examples we discuss in our white paper “Creating PDF files from DITA content.” Read the white paper online (in HTML or PDF).
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					Learn DITA and XML at your desk				
			

			
				
For August and September, our webinar schedule is as follows:




DITA 101, August 18 at 11 a.m. Eastern time

Participants will learn about basic Darwin Information Typing Architecture (DITA) concepts, the business case for implementing DITA, and some typical uses of DITA. This webinar is ideal for those who are considering a move to structured authoring based on the DITA standard. Register



Demystifying DITA to PDF Publishing, September 10 at 11 a.m. Eastern time

When a company implements a DITA-based workflow, the most difficult technical obstacle is often setting up a PDF/print publishing workflow. This session discusses the advantages and disadvantages of using the DITA Open Toolkit, FrameMaker, InDesign, and other options to create PDF output from DITA content. Basic familiarity with DITA, Extensible Markup Language (XML), and related technologies is helpful but not required. Register



What Do Movable Type and XML Have in Common?, September 22 at 11 a.m. Eastern time

The invention of movable type changed the economics of information by making the process of copying a book by hand obsolete. More than 500 years later, XML seems to be doing the same to desktop publishing. But where movable type changed the economics of a mechanical processâ€”creating printed â€¨copiesâ€”XML changes the economics of content authoring, formatting, and customization. This webinar takes a look at how publishing technologies revolutionize the way people consume information and how those technologies affect authors. Register





Each webinar is $20.Â 




During the sessions, you can interact with the presenter and other students through the chat interface or the audio connection. There is a question-and-answer session at the end of each webinar. The Q&A is not included in session recordings, which are available for download later. Participants in the sessions receive a free recording.



To register for these webcasts, or to purchase recordings of past webinars, go to our online store.
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					DocTrain’s demise and a challenge to presenters				
			

			
				
Unfortunate news in my inbox this morning:

I regret to announce that DocTrain DITA Indianapolis is cancelled. DocTrain/PUBSNET Inc is shutting down. 


As a business owner, messages like this strike fear in my heart. If it could happen to them…gulp. (This might be a good time to mention that we are ALWAYS looking for projects, so send them on over, please.) My condolences to the principals at DocTrain.

Meanwhile, I’m also thinking about what we can do in place of the event. I had a couple of presentations scheduled for DocTrain DITA, and Simon Bate was planning a day-long workshop on DITA Open Toolkit configuration.

So, here’s the plan. We are going to offer a couple of webinars based on the sessions we were planning to do at DocTrain DITA:

	Demystifying DITA to PDF Publishing, June 2, 11 a.m. Eastern time (Sarah O’Keefe)
	Hacking the DITA Open Toolkit, June 4, 11 a.m. Eastern time (Simon Bate)


Each webinar is $20. We may record the webinars and make the recordings available later, but I’m not making any promises. Registration is limited to 50 people.

Here’s the challenge part: If you were scheduled to present at DocTrain DITA (or weren’t but have something useful to say), please set up a webcast of your presentation. It would be ultra-cool if we could replicate the event online (I know that the first week in June was cleared on your schedule!), but let’s get as much of this content as possible available. If you do not have a way to offer a webinar, let me know, and I’ll work with you to host it through Scriptorium.

And here’s my challenge to those of you who like to attend conferences: Please consider supporting these online events. If $20 is truly more than you can afford, contact me.
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